
TO: ERCSD District Clerk Kathi Kivi - kkivi@ercsd.org

CC:
NYS Monitor Denise Lowe - Denise.Lowe@nysed.gov
Commissioner Betty Rosa - commissioner@nysed.gov
Regent Francis Wills - regent.wills@nysed.gov
Assemblymember Ken Zebrowski - zebrowskik@nyassembly.gov
Senator Elijah Reichlin-Melnick - reichlin@nysenate.gov

Dear Ms. Kivi and the members of the East Ramapo Central School District Board:

In anticipation of the East Ramapo Central School District (ERCSD) Board meeting on May
25, 2021 at 7pm, we the undersigned organizations are writing to draw your attention to the
urgent need to prioritize locating and re-integrating every student who has been missing from
school during the COVID19 pandemic. We request that this letter be read as a public
comment during the meeting.

In the 2020-2021 school year, a child went missing from school for months and became a
victim of sexual abuse and human trafficking in Rockland County. The victim was a child who
had been missing from school for many months with minimal to no ongoing check-ins. The
horrific abuse of this child has caused many to question what the ERCSD is doing about
children who go missing from school?

ERCSD administrators have known that there is a truancy problem since at least 2019. A
study done by a private consultant in that year found that “there was an alarming truancy
issue in both high schools” and that “a breakdown in communication with parents/guardians
appears to be a repeated issue amongst staff.”

When the pandemic forced the closure of schools, many school districts around the country
reported that some children failed to show up for remote learning. Despite repeated requests
from community organizations, ERCSD did not initially reveal this information until the new
interim superintendent disclosed a 47% “chronic absenteeism” rate in October of 2020.

We are aware that over 800 students were not only chronically absent, but have been
unreachable by the district since schools closed. Some districts began to visit the last known
addresses of missing students immediately after schools closed with the pandemic. ERCSD
didn't start doing this until almost a year later. The effort was successful, but understaffed,
reaching less than half of the affected children. It is our understanding that the district has
further reduced staffing for this important task, leaving many still unchecked.

Was the victim of human trafficking on the list? Could an earlier and more intensive search for
missing students have prevented this horrific crime? Are there potentially other victims of
abuse still out there who could be saved by a knock on their door from the district?

ERCSD must take action now to prioritize locating and re-integrating every student who has
been missing. We ask that a plan to do so be discussed and set into motion at next Tuesday’s
Board meeting.
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Check on Our Kids!  Stop the Negligence!  Negligence is Abuse!

Signed:

Proyecto Faro
Union de Padres
Rockland Immigration Coalition
Rockland Coalition to End the New Jim Crow
Filipinx Solidarity Collective
Tender Steps of New York
The Healing Station
Rockland United
Spring Valley NAACP Young Adult Committee
New York Civil Liberties Union
Voices of Rockland
Hazel N. Dukes, President of the New York State Conference of the NAACP


